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CCTELA would like your input as we re-shape our vision 
erh jsgyw mr svhiv xs wyttsvx syv qiqfivw erh ejĂpmexiw mr xli fiwx 
possible ways. In this issue of News Update, we have included some 
wyvzi} uyiwxmsrw erh {i {syph {ipgsqi }syv viwtsrwiw2 EjĂpmexi 
executives can expect to receive copies of the survey soon and we 
{syph pmoi xs kix jiihfego jvsq ejĂpmexiw f} October 30, 2009.

CCTELA is looking forward to working with other provincial ELA 
associations in the future to hold National Conferences and, at our May 
board meeting, we continued to make plans toward this end. Stay tuned 
for further conference announcements.

CCTELA Framework Questions

The Canadian Council of Teachers of English Language Arts is interested 
in engaging teachers in conversations about teaching and learning so 
that their work can be supported. To further that end, we have organized 
a series of discussion questions as an instrument to provide direction 
and goal setting for this organization. The input from teachers will offer 
wykkiwxmsrw erh mhiew jsv xli mhirxmĂgexmsr sj tvmsvmxmiw2

1. What are the current trends in English Language Arts in your    		
    province?

2. How do these trends affect your teaching?

3. What will it take to bring the current situation to the ideal?

4. How can CCTELA support you?

CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS

for Vice 
President of 

CCTELA

Interested persons 
may email June James, 
CCTELA President at 
junejl@telus.net by 
October 30, 2009.
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The Sheldon Oberman Scholarship goes 
xs e Ărep }iev Wxyhirx Xieglmrk Gerhmhexi 
who submits an outstanding portfolio 
of writing. The recipient is awarded a 
$250.00 scholarship, a 3 year membership 
to MATE, a free Conference registration 
in the year in which s/he receives the 
award and a one year membership to the 
Canadian Council of Teachers of English 
which includes the English Quarterly 
Journal.

The Kel Brooker Award of Excellence 
acknowledges and celebrates excellence 
in the teaching of English Language Arts. 
The recipient receives a plaque and 
lifetime membership to MATE.

MATE will hold its annual 
conference on Friday, 
October 23 at River East 
Collegiate in Winnipeg. 
The theme is ELA: English 
Language Artistry. Our 

keynote speakers are Dennis Cooley 
and Margaret Sweatman local authors 
and University professors. There will 
be 27 different sessions presented by 
teachers, student teacher candidates, other 
education professionals and arts groups 
including a world premier of “Stripped 
Down Hamlet” by the SIR theatre group.

The pre-conference reception will be held 
on October 22 at St. John’s Ravenscourt 
School. Manitoba author Struan Sinclair 
will be sharing passages from his debut 
novel “Automatic World” and the critically 
acclaimed “Everything Breathed”. The 
Sheldon Oberman Award will be presented 
to Bryna Demers a student teacher 
candidate from the University of Manitoba.

CONTESTS
Pandora PoetrY

This long running contest, which is  
open to all students K-12 in Manitoba, 
recognizes excellence in poetry writing 
at various grade levels. A panel of judges 
select the winning entrants who then 
receive a cash prize and have their poem 
published in the Pandora Chap Book.

Respectfully submitted by,

Nina Logan and Tina Gordon
Manitoba Directors
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STELA JOINT CONFERENCE
STELA isn’t planning to have a conference 
until next year - 2010. 

Provincial TestinG 
In Saskatchewan, teachers have 
administered Assessment for Learning Tests 
at various grade levels for reading. CAT tests 
have also come across the desks of students 
which tests a variety of subjects from English 
to Math. Also, this year Grade 4 and 7 took 
part in a Treaties’ Survey. 

InterSTELA - Online 
Professional Journal
The journal for the Spring/Summer 2009 will 
fi tyfpmwlih srpmri hyvmrk xli Ăvwx {iio sj 
June.   

The executive positions are as follows:

President -  Michael McGarity
Vice-President -  OPEN
Secretary -  Melissa Moen
Treasurer -  Chris Beingessner
Membership Chair -  Jennifer Oleson
Inter*STELA -  Brandi Rolfe
On the Horizon -  OPEN
U of S Liaison -  OPEN
U of R Liaison -  Val Mulholland
NCTE Liaison -  Michael McGarity
CCTELA Liaison -  Brandi Rolfe

 

Unfortunately, there was no one interested 
mr Ăppmrk xli öSr xli Lsvm~sr÷ tswmxmsr mr 
STELA. So, the executive has taken charge 
of the student publication and is putting it 
together this year. STELA decided to use an 
electronic format (CD) for publication and 
also restricted the types of submissions that 
were allowed (Gr. 6-12 Poetry and Prose). 
At this moment, the submissions have been 
handed out to various judges to choose 
the top 4 pieces of writing to publish. 
Hopefully, we will have “On the Horizon” 
available for the Winter of 2010.

 

Respectfully submitted by,

Brandi Rolfe
Saskatchewan Director
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BCTELA Executive:
Dauvery MacDonald, 
Cindy Miller, Dave 
Ellison, Krista Ediger, 
Celia Brownrigg, 
Joanne Panas, Grant 
MacMillan, Steve 
Stanley, Mara Brkich, 
Sonia Iacuzzo, Matt 
Rosati, Shelley Moore, 
and Linda Mei.
 

Over the past 12 months the BCTELA 
I|igyxmzi lew viăigxih sr FGXIPE erh 
mxw vspi2 [i mhirxmĂih syv gyvvirx öxirx 
poles”: our journal (English Practice), 
our annual conference, and our student 
writing journal (Voices Visible). We also 
realized that we needed to re-think our 
{ifwmxi xs fixxiv viăigx 65wx girxyv} 
literacies. In addition, we recognized that 
curriculum and practice were areas of 
critical importance and organizational 
passion. After much discussion, we 
determined that our vision/goals/message 
needed to be more clearly communicated 
as focusing on teacher professional 
development and student learning.

Over the past 18 months we have worked 
to better communicate our purpose 
and identity. In a series of editorials 
in our journal we explained our goal-
setting process and vision for BCTELA 
and our focus on our “tent poles.” 
We rechristened our journal (formerly 
Update) English Practice building on 

the introduction of departments in 2005-
2006. We developed criteria for journal 
submissions to help guide and support 
colleagues. We used these criteria to 
recruit submissions from teachers and 
teacher-educators across the province. We 
also developed criteria for curriculum pack 
wyfqmwwmsrw ,vi3hiĂrmrk syv tihekskmgep 
position).

Based on our goal setting and planning, 
we hired a web design company and 
spent 12 months developing our website 
with them. We see our website, journal 
and conference as key mechanisms to 
ground BCTELA and focus our energies.  
We used our Fall 2008 conference as an 
opportunity to explicitly draw attention to 
our professional development and student 
learning focus. We now highlight teacher 
inquiry and theory-informed practice 
as a critical components of conference 
sessions, journal submissions and work 
with keynote speakers to integrate our 
organization’s direction within their 
presentations. At every opportunity, we 
promote teacher and student learning 
through BCTELA’s journal, conference, 
and website. Criteria for each of these 
are parallel. Yet, we also highlight the 
critical role of the teacher as decision-
maker. Within our shared commitment to 
teachers as critical, creative and responsive 
educators, we encourage teachers to draw 
from a number of theories and research-
based practices in ways that are responsive 
to their students and contexts.
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In addition to our work to better 
communicate the vision of BCTELA, we 
have spent time looking at the structure 
and sustainability of the Executive. Based 
sr syv viăigxmsrw {i lezi gsqqmxxih 
to and participate in yearly retreats 
{livi {i viăigx sr xli tewx 56 qsrxlw0 
continue to build our collective vision, 
and focus our efforts on no more than 4 
organizational goals at a time. BCTELA’s 
executive structure is now based on 
partners within portfolios.  

The Executive met this past month for our 
644= vixviex erh mhirxmĂih jsyv ksepw jsv 
the coming year:

É increase connection and 
communication between members

É promote and support teacher and 
student learning

É continue to build capacity and 
sustainability within the Executive

É continue to build and sustain 
relationships with other groups

Central to the accomplishment of these 
goals is connecting with teachers around 
our province. Some strategies that we 
lezi mhirxmĂih mrgpyhi> tevxrivmrk 
with school districts outside the Lower 
Mainland to offer regional conferences, 
adding a position/portfolio to the BCTELA 
Executive that focuses on regional 
conferences and Local Specialist 
Associations, and making our website 

and journal more interactive. To help us 
achieve these goals we intend to develop 
a new journal format and link journal 
articles to an interactive forum on our 
website. Stay tuned for further updates!

Finally, we are looking forward to 
hosting the NCTE Northwest (Region 7) 
Conference this October. The conference 
will be held at the newly remodelled Delta 
Burnaby Hotel and includes a research 
pre-conference, wine and cheese with Jeff 
Wilhelm, two hour workshop sessions, 
a plated lunch with Carol Jago, NCTE 
President-Elect, and themed day-long 
institutes. We hope to see many CCTELA 
members at this BCTELA organized event, 
October 22-24, 2009. Registration is open 
at www.bctela.ca.

Respectfully submitted by,

Leyton Schnellert
British Columbia Director
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N E W F O U N D L A N D  &  L A B R A D O R

Teachers of English language arts in Newfoundland and Labrador receive professional 
development at the district and school levels. These sessions are often designed around 
tvsjiwwmsrep kvs{xl tperw erh viăigx pievrmrk ksepw fsxl ex mrhmzmhyep erh wglssp pizipw2 
Sessions often focus around literacy, viewing and writing strands and assessment in K-12 
English language arts.

The winter of 2009 will see the commencement of 
the intermediate English language arts curriculum 
review. As well, new novel titles will be provided 
to grades 4-9 classrooms to refresh and renew 
existing resources. A new drama course for senior 
high school students will be implemented in 
September 2009 as well as a new world literature 
course. Work on a K-12 provincial literacy plan is 
continuing. 

Respectfully submitted by,

Krista Vokey
Newfoundland Director-At-Large
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